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On the 23rd of April, Holy Saturday, we baptized
one of our catechumens in our chapel, with the cere-
monies of the Church; the others were put off, for
certain reasons, until the eve of Pentecost, according
to the order of the Church.

On the 24th of April, Easter day, two of our
Fathers left here on their itinerant missions through
the country. On the 28th of the same month, I be-
gan the exercises, with the same object. At the end
of this preparation, since the present letter, dated
the 4th of May, I departed to go on an itinerant
mission. While on these missions, we are prevented
from celebrating the holy mass (remember to make
it up for us). On Saturday we return to the nearest
Residence, [190] in order to celebrate there the holy
mass the next day, after which we return to our mis-
sion. Since Easter, we have baptized about twenty
persons.

On the 27th of May, we returned to the Residence
of la Conception, to be present at the coming of
twelve prisoners, and to prepare them for baptism.
Truly, what I have told you before about the cruel-
ties that our barbarians exercise upon prisoners, is
nothing, as I knew of them only through the report
of the Fathers who were present. I myself was pres-
ent at the preliminary tortures of these prisoners;
the rage of the demons against the damned cannot
be better represented than by that which these peo-
ples exercise upon these poor captives. Imagine at
their arrival the whole village, or rather the whole
country, going to meet them at five hundred paces
from the village, and to welcome them, but in a
strange way; every one is armed —one with a club,
another with a handful of thorns, another with a



